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SYDNEY MARATHON PASSES 2023 ABBOTTWMM CANDIDATE
ASSESSMENT

● Criteria has been met for 2023 race assessment
● Sydney becomes first race to pass stage one assessment
● Race must pass two consecutive assessments before admission to AbbottWMM

(Sydney, 28 November 2023) The Sydney Marathon presented by ASICS is proud to announce
that the event has advanced to the second stage of the candidacy process for the prestigious
Abbott World Marathon Majors (AbbottWMM).

The Sydney Marathon was assessed by an international delegation from AbbottWMM during the
event in September, and was judged to have met the second year candidacy criteria.

To become a Major, the Sydney Marathon will be required to meet strict criteria when it stages
its next marathon on Sunday, 15 September 2024. If successful, the Sydney Marathon will
become the first race added to the series since the induction of the Tokyo Marathon in 2013,
joining an esteemed group of races including; Tokyo Marathon, Boston Marathon, TCS London
Marathon, BMW-BERLIN Marathon, Bank of America Chicago Marathon and TCS New York
City Marathon - as a new member of the prestigious Abbott World Marathon Majors in 2025.

“Our assessment team found that the 2023 Sydney Marathon has made significant
improvements in a number of areas where we required it to raise standards following its 2022
event,” said AbbottWMM CEO Dawna Stone.

“The team was impressed with the efforts made to meet the criteria set out in the assessment
process, and we now look forward to returning in 2024 for the next stage of their candidacy.”

The Sanlam Cape Town Marathon was also assessed in October 2023 – its second assessment
year – and while it has not yet achieved a pass, the race was found to have made significant
strides towards the standards set out in the assessment criteria. The race will continue its
journey in the first stage of the process when the AbbottWMM assessment team visits the race
again in October 2024.

The Chengdu Marathon also underwent assessment in October 2023, which was the team’s
second opportunity to assess the event, and will also continue its stage one assessment journey
in 2024 to achieve its first pass.

The Abbott World Marathon Majors team has begun the process of creating a new awards
program for runners achieving more than six stars. Plans for this program will be finalised and
announced in the second quarter of 2024.



Abbott World Marathon Majors can also confirm that the current Six Star Finisher program will
remain unaffected should new marathons join the series.

Dawna Stone said: “We have been listening to our community and fully appreciate the huge
appeal of the Six Star Medal. We are also aware of the tens of thousands of runners on their Six
Star journey whose strong desire is for this goal to stay in place.

“We have therefore decided that this original award for completing all six current Abbott World
Marathon Majors will continue.”

CEO of Destination New South Wales, Steve Cox said the Sydney Marathon was a world-class
event and that the New South Wales Government was excited by the news.

“What a fantastic achievement by the Sydney Marathon in meeting the Abbott World Marathon
Majors criteria this year. 2023 was a record breaking marathon for Australia so a huge
congratulations to the organisers, Pont3, and all involved in achieving this important milestone.
The New South Wales Government is thrilled to be partnering with Sydney Marathon on its
journey to becoming a World Marathon Major. Here's to making next year's event even bigger
and better to achieve the ultimate goal of celebrating Sydney Marathon as one of the elite
marathons events in the world in 2025.”

Wayne Larden, Sydney Marathon Race Director said, “The success of the 2023 event is a
testament to the passion and dedication of the local and international running community,
supporting not only Sydney but also Australia in its goal of hosting an Abbott World Marathon
Major. The Sydney Marathon has already received thousands more registrations compared to
this time last year, and the event is on track to achieve record numbers again in 2024.”

-ENDS-

SYDNEY MARATHON IMAGES - HERE
SYDNEY MARATHON B ROLL - HERE

ABOUT ABBOTT WORLD MARATHON MAJORS
The Abbott World Marathon Majors (AbbottWMM) is a series of six of the largest and most
renowned marathons in the world - Tokyo Marathon, B.A.A. Boston Marathon, TCS London
Marathon, BMW BERLIN-MARATHON, Bank of America Chicago Marathon and TCS New York
City Marathon. 

Encompassing an annual series for elite runners and elite wheelchair athletes, AbbottWMM also
applauds the achievements and passion of everyday champions from around the world. The
AbbottWMM Six Star System is an online results hub that celebrates every runner who has
completed from one to six of the races in the series and encourages them to 'Reach for the
Stars'.

The AbbottWMM Wanda Age Group World Rankings is the largest marathon series in the world,
with over 350 events submitting results to rank runners globally against their age group peers.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1sJsCSnaggNvyDCS1U_JGTH3C1J6knoVd?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19AglshzpjFBvXJ8yaFixMiw4i1_YRuIO/view
https://www.worldmarathonmajors.com/rankings


This culminates in the AbbottWMM Wanda Ag Group World Championships. The 2024 edition
of the championships will take place within the 2024 Sydney Marathon.

The AbbottWMM Global Run Club brings together the global community of marathon runners on
a virtual platform with monthly challenges across a range of distances.

For more information, visit www.Abbottwmm.com

ABOUT SYDNEY MARATHON
Australia’s largest marathon, the Sydney Marathon presented by ASICS, returns with its
spectacular courses on Sunday, 15 September 2024. Thousands of participants of all fitness
levels will take the opportunity to walk, run and wheel across the iconic Sydney Harbour Bridge
traffic-free.

The only mass participation running event in Australia to have a three hour live broadcast each
year, the Sydney Marathon boasts four unforgettable races with participation from over 66
countries and has raised over $26 million dollars for charitable organisations since its inception.

The Sydney Marathon presented by ASICS is the sole remaining participant legacy of the
Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. The Sydney Marathon presented by ASICS is the first event in
the Southern Hemisphere to achieve the highly prestigious World Athletics Platinum Label, as
announced by World Athletics.

Sydney Marathon and its candidacy for Abbott World Marathon Majors is supported by the NSW
Government via its tourism and major events agency, Destination NSW. The event is owned by
Athletics Australia and managed by Pont3.
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